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PEOPLE Of ENGLAND, 
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Good People of ENGLAND, 
OUR Servant down to the Ground. 
Y Well What think you now 
of Matters? You have read Heaps 
of Writings for and againſt. Is it then Peace, 
” or is it War? Has Dr. Squirt faid any Thing 
to the Purpoſe? Or is his Eenemy, Tack 
Garret, your Man? Il tell you what. Tho' 
Garret. is my Superior in Point of High-liv- 
ing, and tho Squirt be ſeveral Lifts taller in 
Scholarſhip ; yet would I undertake to fetch 
B them 
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them both many a Peg down in Politicks} 


were it worth my while. We ſee with half 
an Eye what they both would hammer out. 


I tell you, that ſuch Men look for nothing 


but their own Ends, not half ſo honeſt or 
uſeful to the Publick as mine. 


THEREFORE mind them not; but learn 
from me, where the Shoe of the Nation 
pinches. Why not? Don't I wear it as well 
as another? And, let me te!l you, I have 
learned to help it, by not keeping myſelf ta 
one Branch of Cobbling only. I have, as 
well as others of my Vocation, ſtudied how 
to cobble the State ; and I will tell you how. 


Ar the Age of Fourteen I ſerved as Cob- 
bler in Landers, and helped to keep Queen 
Arne's Army upon a good Footing: And 
there, one Day, as I was dreſſing a Wound 
that a brave old Serjeant had got in one of 
his Shoes, he alk'd me, what Religion I was 
of? I told him, I was a true Church of Eng- 


lend Boy. © Well (fays he) and who are 
« you for”? Now you muſt know, that I was 


as ſtaunch a Jacebile as I was a Churchman : 
And therefore, not knowing whom he might 


_— 


©. 
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SY 


be for, I anfwered, that I knew nothing of 
the Matter, and only wiſhed every Man his 
own. Hereupon, looking fierce upon me, 
he cried, * D—n you for a Baſtard, you look 
* as odd to me as if you had nine Heads.” 
Then he began to talk away ; and, in ſhort, 
talk d ſo cleverly, that he perſuaded me, © that 
t was both a true Roman Catholick and a 
* true Proteſtant at the ſame Time” : Which 
I could not deny for the Blood of me. How- 


ever, this Affair gave me great Trouble of 
Mind. 


Bur after this, the Serjeant, at Times, 
faid ſo much to me, that, at long run, I grew 
eaſy; eſpecially one Day that he faid to me, 
* Think, my Boy, how a Popiſh King can 
* doin England. We are ſound Proteſtants, 
e all to very few. He, if he be a well- 
e meaning Man, muſt endeavour to bring 
* us to what he thinks the Right Way; and 
** his Church commands him to force us to it. 
Then muſt be the Devit to pay; and either 
* he, or we, muſt go to Wreck. For, either 
«© we muſt be no Proteſtants, or he muſt 
** be no King. Confider what Blood and 

B 2 «© Guts 
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.« Guts this Diſpute muſt coſt our Country. 
« For, d—n me, we muſt cut one anothers 
« Throats about ſuch an Affair. But think 
* of another Thing. How can this Popiſh 
« King come in at all? A whole Kingdom 
« againſt him, except a few Jacobites and 
« Catholicks, can never call in ſuch a Man.” 
« But (faid I) cutting him ſhort, The King 
&© of France will force him in.” © My dear 
*« Boy (anſwered he) I do not blame you for 
* thinking ſo. For, there are many Boys in 
« England of fifty and ſixty Years of Age 
* who think the fame Way. But you have 
* not Senſe enough to take the whole Affair. 
* Therefore, I only defire you to conſider, 
* whether, if the French King can force any 
« King upon England, it will not be him- 
« ſelf. For, don't you ſee that he is now 
« endeavouring to force himſelf upon all 
% Eurcpe; while, with all his fair Promiſes, 
< he leaves your King in the Lurch? As he 
* will do (remember I tell you) to the End 
« of your Life, and to the End of the Chap- 
« ter. But be your King, or the French 
King, King of England; d—n you, don't 
you ſee there is an End of our Religion, 
Liberty, 
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Liberty, and every Thing Were that 


r the Caſe; how glad ſhould I be to ſee you 


« one Day floggd to Maſs by a Butcherly 
« Friar, and next, bungling at wooden Shoes, 
« as you ſat upon a Stone in the Street, with- 
« out Stall or Bulk.—But, for my Part, 
« dn my Heart, if I don't die for my 
« Country before ſuch a Sight curſes my 


Eyes. 


Tux honeſt Serjeant, young as I then was, 
ſeemed to me, to clench the Truth; and ſo, 
I changed my Mind. — When he found, that 
he had brought me clean over, he let me into 
the Secrets of all the Powers of Europe; and 
never failed, before hand, to tell me what 
the Duke of Marlborough was to do next. — 
Then he made me read all the Engliſb Papers, 
which I have continued to do ever fince ; and 


| thus am I qualified for a State-Cobler. 


Bur another Affair happened to make me 
one of a regular Education. — For one Day, 
that the Serjeant had ſent me to reconnoitre the 
French Army, I was taken by a Party of 
French, and ſoon brought before an Friſb Of- 
ficer to be examined. I then had a great deal 


of 


1 


of Jacobite Language at my Tongue's End ; 
and did not want for Art. I told the Officer, 
that I had been Apprentice to a Shoe-maker 
in Landon, who uſed me cruelly becauſe he 
had found out that I was © for King James. 
That thereupon I ran away, and got over to 
the Engliſh Army; and from thence had 
come that Morning on Purpoſe to be taken, in 
order to get among the 1r:/þ Brigades. — I was 
ſoon diſmiſſed ; and, being a ſightly Lad, this 
Officer took a Fancy to me, and clapped his 
Livery upon my Back. I lived with him ſome 
Years in different Parts of France, beſide at- 
tending him in a Journey he took to ſee an 
Uncle he had in the German Service. This 
was an old rich Officer of high Rank ; and, 
being very pious, was preparing, when we 
arrived, to get to Rome. Upon ſeeing his 
Nephew a genteel, Soldier-like young Man, he 
received him with great Joy ; and ſoon wrote 
to France for Leave for him to be abſent as 
long as he pleaſed. We attended the old 
Gentleman in Taly for a Year and a Half. - 
Upon our Return to Paris, I fell in Love with 
a pretty 1r;/þ Girl I met there, married her, 
and brought her to London, where we ſat up a 
Publick Houſe. We got ſo many 8 


0 171 


that I could never get my Head above Water. 
Theſe went ſome one Way and ſome another. 
My Wife died ; I grew old; and, Things go- 
ing ill, I was at laſt obliged, for my Comfort, 
to turn Philoſopher, and apply myſelf to the 
Study of the Soaler-Syſtem. — However, this 
has done very well. I enjoy ſturdy Health, 
for my Age ; and look as if I was Stall-fed. 


THERE is my Hiſtory for you. So judge 
|| whether, after ſeeing and hearing as much as 
I muſt have done, I may not happen, among 
many ordinary Things, to ſay ſomewhat 
N worth your Notice. 


TreNn, my brave Britons, hear your poor 
Cobler, and aſſure yourſelves, that you ſhall 
hear a Man, who, having one Foot in the 
Grave, does not think it worth his while, at 
the Nightfal of his Life, to be a Rogue. Be- 
ſide, ſhould I not be above Temptation, I cer- 

tainly am below it, and that's as good. — 
| Hear me then, while, let me for ever periſh 
| if I fay one Word out of private Pique or Af- 
fection to any Man breathing, or Party; and 
only endeavour to make you reflect on the 
Preſent real State of your Affairs, and the 
| Manner 
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Manner in which that real State, by its own 
Nature, requires you to act. 


Bur let me, firſt, remind you of the preſent 
State and Views of the French Court. For, 
you cannot fee your own clearly but by a Com- 
pariſon of thoſe with your own. — And I beg 
of you not to deſpiſe my Words, becauſe they 
contain nothing but plain Truths, which you 
and all the World knows. For, conſider that 
it 15 upon ſuch Truths, and not upon pretended 
Cabinet-Myſteries (that fignify not the Par« 
ings of an old Heel) that your Fate depends. 


t 


TRUTHS 


— 
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RUTH 8 
| Relating to the 


I. 


0 HE French Court has, at leaſt from 
„1 the Accefſion of Lewis the Four- 

« teenth to this Day, ſeriouſly and me- 
* thodically planned out and reſolved 


« upon the Subjection and Slavery of 
« Europe.” 


 Wrrxzss her Army of two hundred 
thouſand Men kept up. in ſtrict Diſcipline 
during all that Time, the Intervals of pro- 

; found Peace not excepted. — Witneſs her 
1 many Attempts with that Army during that 
Time. —Witneſs her eternal Fomentation 
of Diviſions in Germany, Holland, Swit- 
zerland and Tah, during that Time.— 
Witneſs her little Agents ſent into every 
| C Nook 
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| Nook of Europe, and many of theſe digni- 
fied with the pompous Title of Ambaſſa- 
dors (as in the little Siſi- Cantons); and theſe 
every where ſeducing Women and Children 
with French Gugaws, Drams, and Galan- 
teries, in order to ſecure the Men to the 
French King's Intereſt —— Witneſs ſuch a 
Profufion of Bribes in ſeveral of the Courts 
of Europe, (nor has the Grand Turk's Head 
Eunuch been forgot) that ſalutary Mea- 
ſures ſuppreſſed and pernicious Schemes pro- 
moted by the Force of French Gold are 
flagrantly notorious to all the World. " 
Witneſs ſo many Miſſionaries, Emiffaries 1 
and Spies, imployed all over the known 
World, that not a Ship can be built, not a 
Fort or Arſenal can be erected, not an Al- 
liance can be deſigned, not an Event of the | 
leaſt Conſequence can happen upon this 2 
Sts, hs Þ hot fem: act > | 
ſailles : Where (you may not ſee, but where) 
there are exact Plans of all the Fortifica- 
tions on this Earth, with compleat Draughts 
of all the known Coaſts that ſalt or freſh 
Water waſhes, with the true Soundings of 
thoſe Waters, wherever Danger can lurk. 


AND 


—— 


— 


On 


— 
— 


a 


In! 

AnD now, my Countrymen, let me aſk 
you, what you think ſuch a formidable 
Army, and ſuch univerſal Interferings, 
Intrigues, and Intelligences are deſigned 
for? Come, I know there are among 
you who will anſwer me © Why, you 
Fool, to bring home the King.” ——For 
Shame, for Shame! How can you ſo proſ- 
titute and diſgrace your Underſtandings, in 
other Reſpects not inferior to any that 
diret Human Actions ? 


II. 


« Taz Greateſt, and, in fact, the only 
«© Obſtacles to the Univerſal Tyranny of 
© the French Court are the Trade, Riches, 
4 and Naval Power, of the Britiſh Do- 
&*© minions.” 


For put but theſe into her Hand, and the 
Fate of Europe is decided. Do you not fee 
that this Addition of Ships, Sailors, and 


— 


Wealth, joined to her ſucceſsful Intrigues 
and Intereſts upon the Continent, muſt in- 
ſtantly create her Deſpotick Miſtreſs of all? 
Therefare, 


C 2 nh 
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III. 


tt The Conqueſt of the Brit; Domi- 
10 nions is the principal and very firſt Ob- 
* ject of the Deſigns and Operations of 
* the French Court.” 


For, till ſhe has made this Conqueſt, ſhe 
can, in Fact, do nothing, but parade and 
ſwagger it now and then upon the Conti- 
nent. And hence it is, that, as ſhe could 
not knock Britain openly on the Head, ſhe 
has, in North America, crept at her Legs, 
and endeavoured to cut them off. But we 
have at length diſcovered her at this Work. 
And we have not only caught her 
hamſtringing us, but we have for many 
Years patiently look'd on, while 


IV. 


© The French Court has uſed a thou- 

tte ſand Artifices at foreign Courts to turn 
* us out of foreign Markets ; and has at 
once employed thoſe foul Artifices at 
* foreign Courts to turn us out of the foreign 
Markets, and all the Induſtry of her poor 
a e Subjects, 


nn. — — 1 


— —— — 


| 
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to ſupplant and rival us in our 
c Trade; and has at length done both.” 


c Subjects, 


W1TNEss that ſhe has got, to a Trifle, 
the whole Trade of the Levant, Bartary 
and Taly, into her own Hands; and that, 
with Regard to our Staple Woollen Manu- 
factures. Hence it is that (as a Gentle- 
man's Servant, lately arrived with his Maſter 
from the Levant, aſſures me) at Conftan- 
tinople, Grand Cairo, and other great Towns 
of Turky, the French Merchants are fo 
numerous, that they call themſelves La 
Nation, or, the French Nation, while, in 
the ſame Towns, it is only, La Maiſon 
Angloiſe, or, the Engliſh Houle. But 
the Truth laſt advanced is too evident to 
need a Proof, when woeful Matter of Fact 
makes us feel that the French Court has not 
only turned us out of the whole Mediterra- 
nean, but has beſide extended her Trade 
equally with ours upon all the other Seas 
of the Globe ; and much more extenfively 
than we can, upon the Continent. Wit- 
neſs the Roads of Germany, Switzerland, 
and Laly, often ſtopped up with Horſes 

2 and 
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and Mules laden with French Goods. 
But, Why ſhould not France trade as 
« well as England? I ſhall hereafter allow 


ſhe ſhould, and talk to this Point more at 


large. At preſent, what I would ſhew, is 
only, that the French Court has already 
wounded England in a vital Part, in her 
Trade ; and therefore that ſhe treats her 
as her firſt Enemy, in this Reſpect, as 
well as with Regard to America. The 
alarming Conſequence of which is, that 


V. 


« Tax Court of France has this Day 
* three hundred thouſand diſciplined Men 
« in Arms, beſide fifty ſtiff ſtaunch and 
« ſtout Men of War of the Line, and 


*« near as many Under-Rates (all fit for 


« Action), with Merchant Men and ſmall 
« Craft enough to invade England, with 
* thirty thouſand Men. And further, 
% muſt, from the great Extent of her 
Trade, and her conſtantly robbing her 
* poor Subjects of the Profits of it, have 
«© Money enough to keep her preſent 
* Forces, by Sea and Land, in Action 

« for 
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* confidered, it muſt be evident, that the 
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for Years to come. For the is too wiſe 


| © to have created this War without her 


* Coffers cramm'd.” — 


Now from all the above Truths I ſhall 
draw one Remark, that is founded upon 
them all, and therefore as true as they : 
And that is, That thoſe Truths, duly 


« fixt Purpoſe of the French Court is, to 
* domineer over all Chriftendom ; and that, 
« this being the Caſe, ſhe cannot, in the 
* Nature of Things, be a real Friend to 
* any Nation under Heaven; no, nor to 
“ any ſingle Man, in a political Senſe : 
* So that. all Jacobites, James himſelf, 
* and all who have the leaſt political Con- 
e fidence in her, are equally her Dupes.” 
And whom ſhall ſhe not dupe, when 
ſhe has more than once duped the Pope 


himſelf, with his of Cardinals ; 


yea, and lately the wiſe . 


Har 


1 
Hzar now, my Countrymen, a few 
Truths with Regard to you and your Dos 
minions: Which Truths all the World 
knows, and which I mention only as I think 
it ufeful to remind you of them. 


I. 


te TE honeſt King and People of theſe 
© Dominions place their higheſt Ambition 
* in having white Shirts and good Coats 

upon their Backs, ſtore of Beef and 
« Pudding in their Bellies, Money fluſh in 
© their Pockets, Fleets conſtantly going 
« out and coming in, a ſecure Poſſeſſion of 
*© their own Properties, without Deſign up- 
* on others, and no Maſters but the Laws.” 


W1TxNEss your Behaviour fince you be- 
cameabſolute Maſtersof the Sea. Have you, 


ever fince, ſo much as attempted to cruſh - 


"4 Nati Au 7 ſuch as choſe to imitate 
and Navigation? And 


— you ever fince armed a Fleet, or raiſed 
an Army, except for the bare Defence of 
yourſelves, or your Friends. While the 
French Court has done nothing but raiſe 

| . Armies, 


* 
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Armies, invade, and thin Mankind both at 
home and abroad. 


II. 


* VouR Dominions want no Enlarge- 
* ment of Territory.” 


Fox any ſuch on the next Continent 
would coſt more Blood and Treaſure than 
it could be worth to you ; and your Rights 
in North America contain as much Ground 
as you can want for three Centuries to 
come. Beſide, Ireland is ſtill not above 
half improved and half peopled. 


III. 


„ WiIrX this contented and peaceable 
© Diſpoſition, and with every Motive to 
© remain in it, you ſtand this Day inſulted, 
« attacked, and robbed by the French 
* Court. How ? (fays a deluded French 
te Partizan) Is not the Affair in North Ame- 
* rica an unſettled and diſputable Point? 
c And as to Inſults, Attacks, and Rob- 
« beries, who has committed them? The 
ee poor Merchants * France will tell 2 
cc 
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% Right to Trade? Has not every Nation 
« upon Earth an equal natural Right? 


IANSsw FR, that the Affair in America is 
2 diſputable Point; but by the French 
Court made dif, putable, and that, now, by 
the Sword only. I anſwer further, that 
the Senſe, Reaſon, and Equity of Britain 
is above denying any Truth, and that ſhe 
not only owns, but aſſerts, That all the 
* Nations upon Earth have a natural and 
e equal Right to exerciſe Induſtry, Arts, 
c and Trade, and to reap the Fruits of 
t them. She ſcorns to arrogate or claim 
* any groundleſs Privilege in this Reſpect.“ 


Bur when all Europe is Witneſs, that 
the principal, and almoſt only, Uſe the 
French Court makes of the immenſe Riches 
gained by the Sweat of her wretched Sub- 


jects is only, © to hire Aſſaſſins and pur- 


« chaſe Arms and Armaments to extinguiſh 
00 Part, and enflave the Reſt of Mankind; 

% and that the vry firſt Obſects of her 
« Tyranny are Britain and her Dominions, 


= the 


« Is England the only Nation that has a 
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* the only ſtrong Obſtacles to the Lu 
« of that inſatiable Court :” I ſay, this being 
notoriouſly the Caſe; the Kixo and Sus- 
JECTS of the Britiſh Dominions, by the 
indiſputable Laws both of Self-Defence and 
Humanity to Mankind, claim and aſſert an 
inconteſtable Right to wreſt thoſe Inſtru- 
ments of Oppreſſion and Deſtruction out of 
the Hands of the French Court ; and the 
ſame inconteſtable Right to ſtop thoſe Cur- 
rents of Riches that flow from the Trade 
of the worthy French, but are perverted by 
that Court to the moſt nefarious Uſes ; thoſe 
of robbing and ſtarving her Subjects, and 
of preparing to harraſs, maſſacre, and plun- 
der the World. 


SupPosE that in a Neighbourhood, where 
every Man left his Sword and Piſtols to 


adorn his Chimney- piece, and appeared A- 
broad with only a ſmall Walking: ſtick in 


his Hand ; ſuppoſe, I ſay, that in this Neigh- 
bourhood there ſtarted up a Fellow, who 
came Abroad with a Rapier at each Hip, 
his Belt ſtuck round with Piſtols and Blun- 
derbuſſes, and on each Shoulder a Muſket 
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and Bayonet. Suppoſe further, that this 
Fellow, as he ſtrutted along the Streets, 
ſhould knock down, wound, and rob ſome, 
while he leer'd upon, and ſeem'd fond of 
others; in the mean Time ſpreading Ter- 
ror through the whole Neighbourhood : 
What, think you, ſhould be done with ſuch 
a Fellow ? Has no Neighbour a Right to 
trip up his Heels, ſet a Foot upon his 
Neck, and ditarm him ; eſpecially a Neigh- 
bour who has been both robbed and dan- 
gerouſly wounded by him ? But, my 
Countrymen, excuſe this needleſs idle Rea- 
ſoning of mine. You, and all the World 
(except unhappy Dupes) know your Right, 
and confeſs it. So that ſuperfluous is my 
next Truth, that 


IV. 


„ RoBBED and wounded Britain has the 
« ſtrongeſt and cleareſt Right imaginable 


c to cruſh the Inſolence and Violence of the 
« French Court.“ 


LeT 
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LET us now, my Friends, by comparing 
Things and Circumſtances, conſider, whe- 
ther we are able to do ourſelves Right. 


Tur French Court has in a Readineſs to 
ſupport her Thefts and Encroachments 
upon you, fifty Men of War of the Line, 
and between forty and fifty Under-Rates. 
As for Privateers, ſhe can ſend out but very 
few, if any; as you have got three hun- 
dred Sail of her Ships, and ten thouſand 
of her Sailors in your Poſſeſſion. How- 
ever ſhe has ſtill left Merchantmen and ſmall 
Craft enough to make a ſtrong Invaſion; 
and ſhe has three hundred thouſand Men 
armed and diſciplined ; but where they can- 
not readily come at you. 


>» 


” You have, or, at leaſt, will, in a Month 
or fix Week's, have in Readineſs for Action 
two hundred Men of War great and ſmall ; 
and, by exerting yourſelves, can ſoon ſend 
out à great Number of Privateers. — You 
have alſo upon the Continent, at leaſt, one 
bundred thouſand Men effeftive ; that can- 
not fail, at leaſt, to give the French Court 

much 
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much Trouble, and put her to great Ex- 
pences, both of Men and Money. — Be- 
fide, upon marching her Forces out of 
France, the Continent muſt be alarmed ; 


and, in its own Defence, muſt make a great 
additional Oppoſition. 


Ir is evident then, conſidering the Da- 
mage you have already done the French 
Court, that you are more than doubly ſu- 
perior to her by Sea, and can, at leaſt, 
greatly hurt her by Land; and poſſibly, by 
the Chance of War, may there alſo give 
her a Blow that may maim, if not cripple 
her. So that this whole Force of yours, 
exerted with Eugliſi Courage, and without 
Blunders of Sea-Commanders (which the 
Choice now made gives us no Reaſon tofear) 
muſt, if human Affairs do not change their 


natural Courſe, leave your Enemy pro- 
ſtrate. 


N 


AND now that I have happened to men- 
tion Blunders, give me Leave to tell you 
of three or four huge ones of © La plus 


politique Court Francoiſe ;” which, not 
made, 


— — — 


. 
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made, you were this Day undone beyond 
a Poſſibility of retrieving yourſelves. 


Tur firſt, was her infignificant War in 
Germany about twenty Vears ago, which 
coſt her ſeveral Millions of her Livres, 
beſide 150,000 Men, to no Purpoſe. 
Theſe Men, and this Money, ſhe prema- 
turely and fillily ſquandered away. Her 
ſecond Blund:'r was her laſt War, which 
has ſtill drained her of much more Men 
and Money, Her third is this War, 
| which, impatient to ſtrike the great Stroke 
for the B16 Monarch, ſhe has moſt unſea- 
ſonably made neceſſary. The fourth is, 
her leaving ſo many of her Ships and 
Sailors expoſed to you all this laſt Summer. 

— But ſuch premature Wars, together 
with the late Advantages given you by Sea 
(all Blunders of the firſt Magnitude !) are 
| the moſt providential Events that have ever 
yet happened in Favour of England. 
For, had ſhe the Patience for theſe twenty 


— — — 


laſt Vears to go on quietly with her Com- 
merce, and the Application of ler immenſe 
Revenues to her Naval Armaments, her 


Subjects, her Seamen, her Ships of War, 
and 
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and her Treaſures, would this Day be in a 
Condition to cruſh inattentive England at 
one Blow. 


But (thanks to Heaven !) this is not the 
Caſe ; and you are ſtill in a Condition to 
give her ſuch a Blow as will lay her flat, 
till your Lethargy, once more, permits her 


to go a Peddling about Eurepe with her 


Gallantries, and to improve them into ſub- 
ſtantial and univerſal Trade. 


AND here, my deareſt Countrymen, would 
your poor Cobler humbly take his Leave of 
you, and wiſh you a happy New Year, 
and a moſt glorious War! But that ſome 
Folks rack his old Brain by talking of a 
Peace. A Pexce in theſe Circumſtances ! 


— Death and Murder? I cannot ſpeak — 1 
can only burſt ! 


Pass1o0n by weakening has calmed my 
Spirits. Let me then lay Hold of this 
Calm, ſoftly to ſpeak forth a few of the 
moſt intereſting Truths you can hear. 


If 
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Ir you make a Peace, that ſhall laſt but 
for ten Years, you are undone for ever. 
For, the French Court will, during theſe 
ten Years, double and treble the Induſtry 
of her Subjects in Trade (till leflening and 
running away with yours) and will draw 
from them, and from her Church (which 
ſhe is going to rob) ſuch unreckonable 
Treaſures, that at the End of ten Years 
ſhe will, by having applied all thoſe Trea- 
ſures to her Marine, be Miſtreſs of two 
hundred Men of War of the Line, beſide 
Fleets of Under-Rates and Privateers—She 
will, in the mean Time, further cajole and 
compleatly gain over the great Enemy of 
the Chriſtian Name, the Grand Turk, to 
fall upon Europe on his Side. While 
the Faces of your Friends are turned upon 
the Turk, and their Backs upon you, ſhe 
and her Dupes will burſt in at once upon 
Britain with Fleets, combined Fleets, and 
more Invafions than ene. — Our Ships 
ſhall be attack'd in their very Ports. 
While our Wiſemen ſhall diſpute—and 
our mercenary Scriblers of both Sides Rogue 

+" and 


\ 
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and Raſcal one another and one anothers 
Retainers. Then is England loſt ! 


SHouLD you not perceive that what I 
have juſt now ſaid muſt be the inevitable End 
of a Peace now patch'd up with the French 
Court, you have got an incurable Gutta, 
Serena in your Underſtandings; and all 
that can be faid for you is, © that you have 
deen a wiſe, great, and worthy People,” 
—[ mean your Anceſtors ! 


Si1ncE I have gone thus far beyond what 
I thought neceſſary; let me ſee the whole 
Affair out, and let me obſerve to you what 
muſt be the neceſſary Conſequences of this 
War proſecuted with a true Engliſh Spirit 
and uct. 


And firſt, I will ſuppoſe, againſt the 
Nature of Things, as we now ſtand pre- 
„That you ſhall remain conquered.” 
Well, and pray, my Countrymen, can 
it make a Hair's Difference upon the Whole; 
whether we be conquered now, or ten or 
even twenty Years hence? Which (I tell 


you once more !) muſt inevitably follow, 
if, 
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Ir you make a Peace, that ſhall laſt but 
ten Years, you are undone for ever. 
„ the French Court will, during theſe 
Years, double and treble the Induſtry 
of ker Subjects in Trade (ſtill leſſening and 
runming away with yours) and will draw 
from * from her Church (which 
ſhe is to rob) ſuch unreckonable 
Treaſt ar 
ſhe will, by having applied all thoſe Trea- 
ſures to her Marine, be Miſtreſs of two 
hundred Men of War of the Line, beſide 
Fleets of Under - Rates and Privateers—She 
will, in the mean Time, further cajole and 
bribe the Betrayers of, Europe ——She will 
compleatly gain over the great Enemy of 

the Chriſtian Name, the, Grand Turk,' to 
fall upon Europe on his\Side.——While 
the Faces of your Friends ze turned upon 
the Turk, and their Backs upon you, the 
and her Dupes will burſt in & once upon 
Britain with Fleets, combined "Fleets, ang 
more Inoafions than one. —— Our Ships 


ſhall be attack'd in their very Ports. 
While our Wiſemen ſhall diſpute—and 
our mercenary Scriblers of both Sides Rogue 

und 


E 
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one another and one anothers 
——Then is England loſt | 


3 


and 
Retai 


9 not perceive that what 1 
have juſt now ſaid muſt be the inevitable End 
of a Peace now patch'd up with the French 
Court, you ve got an incurable Gutta, 
Serena in Underſtandings; and all 
that can be faid\for you is, ** that you have 
« deen a wiſe, and worthy People,” 


—T mean your Anceſtors ! | 


S1xcE I have gone thus far beyond what 
I thought neceſſary ; let me ſee the whole 
Affair out, and let me obſerve to you what 
muſt be the neceſſary Conſequences of this 


War 1 Engliſh Spirit 
and Conduct. 


\ 
\ 


Au firſt, I will fohpole, againt the 

Nature of Things, as we now ſtand pre- 
pared, *©* That you ſhall remain conquered.” 
oll, and pray, my Cyuntrymen, can 
it make a Hair's Difference upon the Whole; 
whether we be conquered no , or ten or 
even twenty Years hence? (I tell 
you once more e*) muſt inevitably follow, 


if, 
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if, by the beſt Peace the French Court can 
now yield to you, you leave her in full 
Poſſeſſion of her Trade, and the Advan- 
tages ſhe can and will make of it, by ap- 
plying it all to her Marine. Don't tell 
me, that you alſo can, and will increaſe 
your Marine; when J know that you can- 
not apply ſuch Sums to that one Part, as 


ſhe can by her -— $4 Revenues, and 
A robbed. 


So that the only Chance you have againſt 
her, is, the preſent Conjunure—ſhe cannot 
offer a Peace that you can accept of. You 
can make no Peace, but upon the Ruin of 
her Trade.——You may, it is true, gain a 
ſhort Reprieve, but in the mean Time do 


not forget to ſay your Prayers ! 


Gir me leave now, to ſuppoſe, © That 
te you ſhall be ſucceſsful in this War; and 
* that, tho this ſhould not be your Caſe - 
« by Land (for which however you have 
* your Change) yet you ſhall remain com- 

te pleatly victorious by Sea; of which you 
* have all Reaſon to aſſure yourſelves,” 
E 2 and 
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and let us ſee the neceſſary Conſequences: 
Which muſt be, that, 


I. 


Dvuxi1xG this War your preſent Superiority 
at Sea will enable you both to protect your 
own Trade, and daily to ſtop and deſtroy 
that of France; which will keep the 
Sources of your Wealth open and flow- 
ing, while it dries up thoſe of the French 


Court. 


II. 


You remaining victorious, the whole 
French Trade and Naval Power are no 
more; nor ſhall they ever begin to exiſt 
till you are pleaſed to take a Nap of fifteen 
or twenty Years; nor ſhall they be in a 
Condition to hurt or oppoſe you, till you 
doze it nt 6 thy or fy Vow; as you 
have done. 


Bur it may, and will be faid, That 
t this War muſt prove enormouſly expen- 
te five.”—Be it ſo.—Yea more, let it coſt 


every Man in the Britiſh Dominions one 
half 
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half of what he is worth in the World, or 
even more. And yet you ſhall remain im- 
menſe Gainers by it vou ſtare ſ-—— 
I prove it in three Words. The Com- 
merce and Naval Power of France deſtroy- 
ed, the Wealth of Europe and both the 
Indies will Imediately flow into and center 
in Great Britain and her Dominions. 


Tauren War! my brave Britons, War |! 
is the Word ! And both the Word be 
it, and the Deep, till your inſolent and 
audacious Enemy, the daily Diſturber of 
you and of Chriſtendom, be taught to ſwag- 
ger and hector no where, except over his 
unhappy Subjects (whoſe Lot 1 deplore) 
within the Territory of France, or within 

a narrower Compals. | 


I now, my deareſt Countrymen, with 
all Humility and Love take my Leave of 
you ; having two or three Letters to write 


ta private Gentlemen, and ſo I remain 


Your ever-L ASTing Servant, 
and COBLER. 


\ TY 


V, 
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P.$, As thare is not « Secret in my” 
Heart that I would not communicate to you, 
I will here give you a Sight of thoſe Let- 
ters. Read them if you will. 


— — 
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TO _— 
GENTLEMEN 


OF THE 


OPPOSITION. 


GENTLEMEN, 


T's Juſtice, and ſpeak my real Sen- 

timents, I think you the Security of 
this Conſtitution. You are the ſleepleſs 
Guards that watch over the Golden Fruits 
of the Toil of our Anceſtors. You are 
ſach a Terror to Robbers, that, if any were 
inclined to be ſuch, the moſt they can effect 
is, to be little Pilferers. — When all Oppo- 
fition ceaſes amongſt us (except in one Caſe) 
then muſt Slavery begin to ſtalk Abroad. 
ars «I 
am for an Oppolition, . me! be 
" -M owt wrong; (what though 


wrong 
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wrong ſometimes ?) except in that one 


Caſe. 


Now, Gentlemen, the Caſe I mean is 
the preſent Caſe ———You have, with ſeve- 
ral ſtrong Reaſons, oppoſed the Meaſures 
lately confirmed ; and, for my Part, I was 
( on your Side of the Qualtion, and for this 
Reaſon : If the Germanick Body be a Body 
Palitick, ſurely it is their Intereſt, Duty, 
and Buſineſs to ſuffer no Man to injure ot 
ſeize upon any Part of Germany. * 
would ſuffer this, they are Nobody. 
bead they an in their Abiiy of doing 
this, England then ought to lend them a 
helping Hand. I fay, lend it them; and 
de paid again; except they proved inſolvent. 
In that Caſe, why England might gene- 
ronſly let the Matter lye, till they were in 
a Condition. But, hang it; what is done, 
is done by a great Majority; and it js cer- 
tain, that ſome good Conſequences muſt 
follow from it. What weighs moſt with 
me on this Side of the Queſtion is, That 
« War between England and France 
* muft, while England is the ſtronger by 
Sea, always produce a War upon the 
5 « Continent. 
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© Continent. For the Ambition, Tyranny, 
* and Policy of the French Court muſt 
* burſt out that Way, if they cannot this.” 
And we are under a Neceſſity of contri- 
buting, in Caſe of Need, to ſtop them 
there; and for this Reaſon ; that ſhould: 
Frence become Miſtreſs of the Low Coun- 
tries and Halland, with all their Ships, 
Sailors, and Money; we muſt be in a very 
bad Way. And therefore, were Hanover in 
China, we muſt ſtill oppoſe France in her 
Attempts upon thoſe Parts of the Conti- 
nent. Though, for the little I know, I 
would chuſe to wait till this appeared ne- 
ceſſary.—.— But, as I have 25 what i is 
done is done; and if it was 


poorly of Us did we futfer foch ; 


an Inſult v our Crown. 
— F Bur, 
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Bur, Gentlemen, be this as it will, you 
know your Buſineſs; which is to ſee that a 
Right Uſe be made of the Meaſures now 
taken; and if they do not turn out well in 
the End, and of remarkable Advantage to 
this Nation; I promiſe you, that © we ſhall 
© be all much out of Humour.” 


AnD fo, my dear Gentlemen, let this Af- 
fair lie ; and now turn all your Oppoſition 
againſt your armed, advancing, and deter- 
mined Enemy, the French Court ; and puſh 
your whole Force directly againſt her, at 
preſent the only true Object of your Op- 
poſition. | 


Tux be ſo good (for it is not a Cobler, 
but your deareſt Country that begs, and 
implores you !) as to. give up all inferior 
Reſentments. And you, Gentlemen of the 
other Side, do you the fame, if you would 
be thought well of, as, no doubt, you de- 
fire to be. And ſo, let there be a ſtrong 
Union and Oppoſition of one and all. 


Come, Gentlemen ; I have got a Pot of 
Porter before me. 


_ Here 


11 


Here is to all your Healths — and piſs- 
© burn'd Tyes to the Heads of the French 
© Court.” —How ſweetly went that down 
An old Man is narrative. Will you let me 
tell you a ſhort Story ; and I have done. 


Tux Year before I went abroad, I would 
travel (for my Improvement and Education) 
in the Country of England. And, one 
Day, as I gallopped along, I ſaw one of a 
Gertleman's Out-Offices cn Fire, and the 
Family and Tenants running to put it out. 
Some ſaid, that this Fire was owing to the 
Neglect or Inattention of the Gentleman's 
Overſeer, Among thoſe who ran, was a 
Farrier, who cried out, & D—n the Villain! 
« let us all go, ſeize, and tear him to 
e Pieces.” No Body minded this Braw- 
ler, nor another who brawled againſt him, 
and fwore, © That the Overſcer was as 
« honeſt a Man as ever trod in Shoe- 
e Leather.” But we all ran together, 


and put out the Fire. Iam, 


My dear Gentlemen of the Oppoſition, 


Ever and awL-ways your mot faithful 
COBLER 
F 2 7.0 


TO ALL 


PROTESTANT JacoBITEs. 


Gentle, and Simplemen, 


OU are but a ſmall Remnant of the 
Number of us that lived fifty Years 
ago. You are as worthy Men as any in 
Britain, ſave that it is your Misfortune to 
labour under an hereditary Malady ; ſuch 
a Malady as, I believe, never yet poſſeſſed 


any Set of Men of equal Senſe and Know- 
ledge. 


Ir the Gentleman abroad could poſſibly 
come in, (though with Bigotry and Slavery 
to you!) yet would I not fo much blame 
you; becauſe I know the Power of Edu- 
cation and Habit even over the Minds of 
the beſt and wiſeſt Men. But he can- 


not poſſibly come in but through the French 
Court. 


1371 


Court. And can you ftill iraagine that the 
French King (determined as he is, if pofli- 
ble, to make himſelf Maſter of England, 
the only Obſtacle to his univerſal Domi- 
nation) would, if he could place any Man 
upon this Throne, not ſet himſelf upon it. 
He would ſee the Gentleman Abroad, you, and 
us all ſank in Perdition before he would not. 


Do you love French Tyrakhy ? You abo- 
minate it. | 
Do you love Monks, Maſſes, Popiſh Jug- 
glery, and Perſecutions? You cannot bear 
the Thoughts of them. — And yet, for a 
chimerical Attachment, a mere Name, 4 
Sound, you would run the Riſque, yea, you 
would Head-foremoſt plunge Yourſelves and 
Us, and the whole Brit;//5 Dominions, into 


a Certainty of all thoſe Evils. — Miſtaken 
Men! 


Give me Leave to aſky ou, © Does it ſig- 
« nify Six-pence who is King of England, 
“ ſo he be a ſound Church-of-England- 
% Man, and the real Choice of the People of 
«© England? Would it hurt the Conſtitu- 
* tion of England (upon which all depends) 
* if I, a true Church-of-England Cobler, 
were, 
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ct were, with the full Approbation of the 
* People, made King of it ?” Not a Whit.— 
You know it could not. You know 
that a Church-of-England-King of your 
. Conſtitution © can do no I;“ or, if any, 
the leaſt poſſible. And you know, that a 
Popiſh King would, and muſt zu his Soul, 
be determined to overthrow your Conſtitu- 
tion, both in Church and State, and to ſet 


up Tyranny in its Place. You cannot 


avoid confeſſing this. — For Heaven's Sake 
then, Gentlemen, and for your own, and your 
deareſt Country's Sake, lay aſide the Weak- 
neſs of your Childhood, and the Infatu- 
ation of our miſguided Parents. 


I nave a thouſand Times heard both 
ſenſible Jacobites and Raman Catho/icks con- 
feſs That our preſent King is as worthy 
* and honeſt a Man as any of a Crowned- 
e Head now in Eurepe, if not the honeſteſt 
© of them all; and that neither he nor his 
t Father have, ſince their Acceſſion, ſhewn 
© the leaſt Rancour either to Jacobites or 
* Catholics; but rather great Gocdwill. 
And, to tay the Truth, that is much, con- 
ſidering all Things —What, in the Name 
| ct 


25 
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of God, then would we have? Do we ex- 

pet an Angel in any human Form that 
rules us, be he George, or be he Jack? Or, 
do we expect that James will bring Infalli- 
bility with him from the Pope? He bring 
the Devil fram the Pope 


Fox Shame then, let us throw by our 
Folly ; and (as we have the ſtrongeſt Rea- 


ſons) ſo be highly pleaſed with, and thank 


Heaven for the worthy Man we have got; 
who, of all Men living, can do us the 
leaſt Harm. Eſpecially, as thoſe two young 
Lads now grown up are, by every one's 
Account, of amiable Diſpoſitions, and 
moſt promiſing Youths in the Points of 
Senſe and Worth. Theſe, have by the Care 
of their Mother (as ſenſible and good a 
Woman, all own it, as lives by Bread) and 
that of their Teachers, been bred up in 
the Fear and Love of God, and the ſtrongeſt 
Attachment to the Good of this Country; 


of the Subſtance of which they are form- 


ed. Beſide, if we muſt have Stewarts, 


what the Devil? Are they not, in Fact, as 
real Stewarts as any living ?!—— Why, if 
the Name is the Thing, take them, and 

e chriſten 
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chriſten them over again, and call them 
each James, if you will; and Stewart into 
the Bargain, They have as good a Title 
to thoſe Names, as to thoſe they go by, 
being the Breed and Seed of Stewart. 
And further, my Countrymen, how can 
you not be touched with this Conſideration, 
% That theſe can never have an Under- 
0 ſtanding with Rome or Verſailles, to un- 
« dermine your Religion, Liberties, and 
« Cõnſtitution. 


As for my own Part, may ſome Acci- 
dent cauſe my Awl to pierce my Heart 
through and through ! if I regard them, 
their Grandfather, or any of the Royal 
Family, more than I think the true Love 
of my Country obliges me to. But as they 
are the beſt Pledges of England's Safety from 
foreign Tyranny, and are, in other Re- 
ſpecs, worthy People, fo I think, we ſhould 
all honour, and hold them moſt dear.—— 
So that what I have here ſaid, I have ſaid 
more out of Regard to you and my Coun» 
trymen in general than to them, 4 fing/e 
Family of buman Creatures, the ſame as 

ourſelves, 


— 
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ourſelves. ——So help me God! as I am 
honeſt in what I ſay to you, and would, 
GENTLEMEN, not go through a Sriren 
with you, but do you any real Service, 
and ſo prove myſelf 


Tour true Friend, 
and COBLER, 


TO THE 
Engliſh and Iriſh Roman Catholicks. B 


My Lords, Gentlemen, Clergy, and others, 


HE learned and ſenſible among you | 
believe juſt as much of the Errors of 
the Church of Rome as I do. If you deny 
this to me, you deny it one who both a- 
broad and at home hath often, in Diſguiſe, 
converſed at Coffee-houſes, Inns, and 
Table's D'H6te, with many of your ableſt 
Jeſuits, and other Clergy, befide Gentle- 
men, &c. and has heard their candid Sen- 
timents to the contrary. For Inſtance, 
there is not a Man of Senſe among you, 
Prieſt or Layman, who believes That 
God will eternally damn all that vaſt 
* Majority of the Race of Adam, that 
has died out of the Pale of your Church; 
« Millions of whom have never ſo much 
* as heard of the Church of Rome.” And 
ſo of other Inconfiſtencies. This I have 
. heard 


to profeſs the ſoundeſt Chriſtianity the Goſ- 
pels, fairly underſtood, contain, becauſe you 
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heard from the Mouths of Numbers of 
the wiſeſt of your Church, when, as a 
reaſoning Roman Catholick, I have entered 
into a cordial Familiarity with them over 
a Glaſs of Wine. 


You alſo abhor, let others think what 
they will of you, the Idea of Slaves to the 
French King, as much as the reſt of your 
Countrymen do. And yet you ſtick to the 
Church of Rome, and favour French Mea- 
ſures ! Such Power has miſtaken Honour, 
and the juſt Notion of not changing for 
Intereſt joined to a certain Habit, not of 
Thinking, but of Talking !——You ſcorn 


ſcorn to change for Intereſt. How noble 
the Maxim, were it but rightly grounded ! 


Tux Lord help you! that is all I can 
ſay to ſerve you. For who can perſuade 
Men, whom neither their own Conviction, 
nor their own, and their Country's Wel- 
fare, can move? 


G 2 Bur 
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Bur the moſt cruel Part of your Caſe 
is, that your Country cannot poſſibly 


help you, no more than you can help 
yourſelves. Your. King and Country can 
do no more than invite you 'with open 
Arms into the moſt truly Chriſtian Church 
upon Earth (believing in the Holy Trinity 


and every other eſſential Point) and to a full 
Parti 


articipation of all her Liberties and Privi- 
leges. Yea, farther, in Caſe of this Bug- 
bear-Damnation (which not one of com- 
mon Senſe among you believes) they will 
de damned along with you. More than 
this cannot be done for you. And 
; FurxTHERMORE, you imagine, "he 
French King is ſtrongly inclined to give you 
2 King to your Minds, and to fix him and 
on here —— The Lord help 


your Rehigj 
you again The fixed and notorious 
Intention of the French King is, that ns 
King "ſhall reign in Exe but himſelf. 
And, as to your Religion, remember I tell 
you © That you ſhall ſoon ſec him robbing 
all the Churches in France, in order equal- 
* lyto cruſh both Exgiiſs Tacobites and 
* a and over them to trample to 
"* * Tranny and —— 
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1 any Religion, that ſuits beſt with his 
* Purpoſe.” . 


Tess e eee wil Re- 
gard to the two molt eſſential Points of hu- 
man Afﬀairs, Religion and Liberty. You 
expect both from a Man who has none of 
the former to give you, and who would not 
give the latter to any of your Species; no, 
not to his own Son, whom he keeps in a 
ſplendid Jail. 


And yet, you are Abettors of this Man's 
Meaſures —— Tis paſſing ſtrange ! — But 
very proyoking to ſee him make Gudgeons 
of ſo many Men of Senſe with thoſe Baits, 
Religion and a King. Tou have got thoſe 
they cover, deep down your Throats ; and 
what is worſe, nothing can perſuade you th 
hawk them up, before he ſtrikes them »p \ 
rough yours, and your Conetey's gs: 


Bur ſuppoſe now (for che Whim's Sake ! 
that you were to ſhake off this double 
Phrenzy ; and meeting next Eaſter-Sunday 
at St. Pan s and other Churches ſhanld, at- 
ter Prayers and Sermon, ** ſwear true Alle- 


* 
_— 
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